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|aca_u culls, bans sale
f chickens in flu find

19Loand Mary Amn Benitez

w eulled 15,000 live chickens
lapped a three-day ban on sales
tomorrow after bird flu was
sted ina market.
s health authorities did not name
ipecific substrain of the H7 bird
pund ina stall at the Patane Tem-
wry Market, after test results were
ased late on Wednesday.
The chickens were imported from
pultry farm in Gaoming district,
angdong province.
There is one farm in Gaoming on
list of maintand suppliers to Hong
ing, but it has not been supplying
jekens to the territory since Febru-
2014, according to the Food and >
calth Bureau. h three-day K
Secretary for Food and Health Ko
Ving-man said yellow chickens have not been im-
orted from Guangdong since February last year,

SINGTAO

+*Human HSN6 and H7N9 cases were reported
in the mainland this winter. Locally, birds positive
13 Sl

S TR xmm

TOP NEWS 9
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Experts have called for blood to be used for preg-
nant women who need transfusion be tested for
Zikaeven as the local Blood Transfusion Service
says itwill rely on donors’ **honesty** to ensure
the virus does not spread in the SAR.

The Red Cross BTS said the **new screening
guidelines™” will apply to those who have been
10 Zika-infected countries, Their blood donation
in BTS donor centers will also be delayed forat
least 28 days from the date of their departure
from an affected country.

pok said stringent |
in place although things also **depend on a
donor’s honesty."*

The virus has been associated with a surge
in microcephaly, which causes developmental
problems in newboms of infected mothers.

The blood of donors with a travel history will
1ot be tested for Zika in the absence of a routine
testeven if the Centre for Health Protection has
said that its laboratory has rapid blood tests to
confirm the virus,

Since Janvary 18, the Department of | Jealth
doised 1

! are

has: Pregr
paring for pregna

Y
trip 10 areas with ongoing Zika virus trans-

derd ing thei

mly from Hainan.

Only live pig try are imported
from the mainland. In the past two days, chickens
from the maintand have not been supplied to Hong
Kong, the bureau said.

Atotal 0f 21,300 live chickens from Hong Kong
farms were supplied to the market yesterday and
18,450 on Wednesday.

They cost HKS44,50 per catty yesterday, com-
pared to HK$41.50 the previous day, the Agricul-
ture, Fisheries and Conservation Dep said.

Centre for Health Protection controller Leung
Ting-hung has issued advice about various infec-

lous discases, including bird flu, 1 flu, Zika
virus, dengue fever and Middle East Respiratory

for HSNG werealso detected. The pub

d oth 1 v highlyalert,
Leung said.
M hil 1 flu continues at its winter
peak and, since last Friday, 12 adults have been ad-
mitted (o intensive care units and one has died.
Meanwhile, Chinese University Department of
Microbiology chairman Paul Chan Kay-Sheung be-
lieves Hong Kong will be hit hard by seasonal flu
every three or four years.
Ch ises the publi be injected with quad-
rivalent seasonal influenza vaccine rather than the
jval asall four types of infl quall
active this year.
The university relcased a new 15-year study on

mission, Travelers shol:kl seek medical advice
P B e i

thetrip.” ‘

Urdﬂmmfwfooduﬂﬂu!thophie
Chan Siu-Chee yesterday reiterated the advice,
especially for pregoant women.

A gazette today will make the Zika virus a
notifiable enhance surveil-
Jance of the mosquito-bome discase.

The case in Texas, in which a patient who

traveled 1o Venezuela and ifected the partner
viasex, has led to more discussions about other
ways Zika and other ilinesses might be spread.

WHO spokesman Tank Jasarevic said in
Geneva that the Texas sexual transmission case
is “*obviously a concemn.”’

But a report cited lan Lipkin, a Columbia
University infoctious diseases rescarcher, as say-
ing & bigger worry than sex is what dangers lurk
in blood donations from people who have been
10 Zika outbreak arcas.

He suggested that *'any blood used in preg-
nant women should be tested for the presence
of Zika virus.""

Professor Paul Chan Kay-sheung, chairman
of the Chinese University's microbiology do-
partment, said Hong Kong might have its first
confirmed Zika case not 100 faraway from now
as we had some dengue fever cases before."”

Headded: “*Hong Kong has a chance of hav-
ing dengue fever cases and the risks of having
Zika virus cases are the same.”

MARY ANN BENITEZ and KINUNGLO

Syndrome.
On bird flu, Leung said:

cases

+*Since 2013 to date,
683 human cases of avian influenza A(HTN9) have
been reported in the mainland.” One more case, &
60-year-old man, was reported in Hunan yesterday.
From October 2015, there have been six HSNG

the age of 65,

Seven cOmmOon respiratory Viruses.

It named infl A piratory syncy!
virus as the two most prevalent fatal types, mainly
affecting children under five and the elderly over

Employer backing for sex-case maid
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DWALK UNDERNEATH ISLAND EASTERN CORRIDOR

Stage 1 Community Engagement Activities

mpfopondbondmlkmwpmvidta pedestri ion along
. g the Island East harbourfront, which is tly not ible due to the presence of
Adeline Mak Apti|20|3umihhewu Theboy saidhedidnot > private Jots immediately abutting the harbour.
prosecuted last August, said the realize whathad happened until \
A 45-year-old Filipina d i fendant had performed her h ived ducation in We invite you to participate in our community workshops to share your views on the
helper accused of molestingan  duties well, took good care of his  Primary Si} bu; did “r:t $ tell jr proposed boardwalk.
ight-year-old boy under het lwochildn:n.:zedlhndli. his parents for fear 3 3
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B s ple-an:d not guilfy IO‘l’hem The defendant said she was Venuo Venue
1sof indecent assaulton the lurpriudbymuheulleduu: gommunuylJ HnI‘I:. alF, 2 Mulll(-}puvponc Hall, 3/F,
i ' tales and did not know auseway Bay Community Centre, City Gallery,
mm ~ ?;y';"zlgf :,wmzp:lgyeanold, :,‘;.’;;?h.d.m.delupd\emry, 7 Fook Yum Road, 3 Edinburgh Place,
(No 16/015) The court carlier heard the The boy"s mother had Causeway Bay, Hong Kong Contral, Hong Kong
First prize: $8,000,000 | dcfendantsayshe isalesbian+ testifiedthatthe relationship
1winner hohasbeeninarelationship b her family and the
Second prize:$1,594,170 for six yearsand had never had defendantwas good since she
winner heterosexual relations. started working for them in 200 »ﬁg‘cﬂm -
Third prize: $59,870 “The boy has testifiedihatthe  until 2013, when hey nolonger S O Seoeeee ad
Tlwinners lower parts of his body were needed ahelper.
The are: touched and that he had sex Apedhuichl‘luidnﬁbo!‘l A=COM
7,13,15,35,38,45 againsthiswillonweckendsat  penis
numhor: 12 his home when heand the lastJuly. (
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Stage 1 Community Engagement Activities

The proposed boardwalk aims to provide a continuous pedestrian connection along
the Island East harbourfront, which is currently not accessible due to the presence of
private lots immediately abutting the harbour.

We invite you to participate in our community workshop to share your views on the
proposed boardwalk

Community Workshop Timetable

Community Workshop No.2

Date and Time

5/3/2016 (Saturday)
13:00 - 17:00
(Site Visit 13:00 - 14:00)

Venue

Multi-purpose Hall, 3/F,
City Gallery,

3 Edinburgh Place,
Central, Hong Kong

(Please contact us or download the registration form from the study website for registration)

Contact Details

Address: 13/F, North Point Government Offices
333 Java Road, North Point, Hong Kong

P (852) 2231 4408

Fax: (852) 2577 5040

Email: boardwalk@cedd.gov.hk

Website: http://www.boardwalk.gov.hk/
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Student expulsion backed

Kinling Lo

Unlversuy of Hong Kong vnce-chanccllor Peter

i yesterday defended the of
undergraduate student representative Bllly Fung
Jing-en from Tuesday’s HKU Council meeting, say-
ing video evidence was reviewed and legal advice
taken before reaching the decision.

In the second council meeting held by Executive
Councillor Arthur Li Kwok-cheung as the new
chairman, Fung was asked to leave the meeting as
he refused to sign an agreement to ensure the safety
of other council members.

During the university’s spring reception,
Mathieson rejected the allegation that the expulsion
was part of a personal attack by Li against Fung.

“*He was not targeted because he was a student

representative but he was targeted bx fsafety
concems raised by someother council membersafter
the previous council meeting in January,”* he said.

It was not just Arthur Li."

Fung was accused by some council members of
helping and initiating the student protest outside the
council meeting held last month, which ended in
chaos with hundreds of students blocking council
members from leaving.

Mathieson said legal advice had been sought be-
fore the decision.

**Video evidence and legal advice were taken

in Wan Chai instead of the university campus in Pok
FuLam.

“*The decision was made purely on the basis of
safety Mathieson said.

**The legal advice is that the council has the auth-
ority to do whatever it considers necessary to make
its meetings run smoothly and safely.”

He said he preferred to have council meetings
at the university, but a team comprising of staff
members would now decide on the venue of each

before th aboutp ingpeople’ssafety  meeting. Mathieson also said he will be meeting the

was prepared,”” he said. new Students” Union cabinet led by new president
This was also why the councll meeung washeld  Althea Sucn today.

atthe Hong Kong C and E; entre  kinling. com

Lying ship inspector jailed for 15 months

A retired Marine Depanmcm

mspechon as required by local

senior ship i

— five months before

oflyingatthel disaster in-
quiry, was yesterday sentenced to
15 months in jail.

Wong Kam-ching, 61, had de-
nied one count of perjury, but was
found guilty after trial at the Dis-
trict Court.

At the inquiry that ended in
2014, Wong claimed he counted
12 children’s life jackets on the
Lamma IV ferry during a safety

its deadly collision. But staff from
the vessel's owner, Hongkong
Electric, said there were none.
A total of 42 letters from
Wong's friends, family and for-
mer colleagues were submitted in
mitigation, praising him as a good
father, helpful, responsible and
professional at work. His counsel
John Dunn said Wong was under
tremendous pressure, suffered

from depression and adjustment
disorder for the past three years
since the inquiry began.

The defense asked the judge
to consider handing down a sus-
pended sentence.

District Court judge Timothy
Casewell said the intention of
Wong's perjury was self-
protection and covering up the
fault of the department in the in-
cident.

ADELINE MAX

VR comes alive in belt and road focus

Flora Chung

The organizer of a television
world forum to be held in Hong
Kong nextmonth foresees virtual
reality as the future of TV in the
mainland as the industry con-
tinues to benefit from belt and
road initiatives.

Hong Kong Televisioners As-
sociation —anon-profit organiza-
tion—hasbeen the organizers, for
the past 10 years, of the TV World

Tsui Si

'sTVand

heads at home, they would be able
1o witness or experience person-
ally how the bullet flies, wearing
the VR headset.”

At the TV World Forum,
experts will discuss how belt and
road countries can benefit.

*“With the immense growth of
the box office, China’s TV and
film industry is developing rap-
idlyasit expands into the world’s
markets,” HKTA president Tsui

Forumand TV World p-

The two events will take place
onMarch 15 and 16, respectively,
as part of the annual Hong Kong
International Film & TV Market.

The is sponsored by
the Hong Kong Trade Develop-
ment Council and CreateHK of
the Commerce and Economic
Development Bureau.

With **Our Virtual Future’” as
the theme, it will explore advan-
ces in TV technology.

**Virtual Reality and 3D tech-

nology have already been widely
used in local TV productions, ac-
cording to Eddie Chan Shu-chi,
project leader of the workshop.
Chan used the Mong Kok riot
asan example to illustrate the use
of VR in TV productions.
**With VR technology, TV
news presenters wouldn 't be able
to control what viewers see in the
news about the riot,”” he said.
**Instead, as they turn their

The Standard on 26 February 2016

Siu-ming said.

Tsui pointed out that local
members need to think about how
to take advantage of the belt and
road to expand opportunities.

Meanwhile, RTHK's head of
corporate communications &
standards Amen Ng Man-yee said
the station will provide one
Chinese and one English channel,
starting from April 2 after it takes
over from ATV, broadcasting 19
hours of shows per day, including
its classic programs.
flora.chung@singtaonewscorp.com
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